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sity of sending transports for the embarkation of the troops from Portugal, to send the rest to Vigo for us. The Admiral may perhaps enforce this. I shall write to you in a day or two at more leisure. In the meantime I give you this notice. The force coming against me is so superior, that if it presses me I must retire, but otherwise hold as long as I can,
To LORD CASTLEREAGH.
BENEVENTE, zWi December 1808.
The inarch of the French on Badajos was stopped when its advanced guard had reached Talavera de la Reina, and everything disposable is now turned in this direction. The stores I had collected here are moving back to Astorga, and those at Astorga to Villafranca; the roads are very bad, and the means of carriage scanty. If I am pressed I must lose some of them, and I may be forced to fight a battle. This, however, I shall endeavour to avoid, for certainly in the present state of things it is more Bonaparte's game than mine. It is said he comes himself, with 10,000 of his Guards. The force moving against us cannot be less than 50,000. We shall, when at Astorga, be about 27,000. The Marquis de Romana came forward to Mansilla with 6000, to co-operate with me in the attack on Soult. I therefore conclude that he cannot have above 8000 fit for action. The country about Astorga offers no advantage to an inferior army. I shall therefore not stop there longer than to secure the stores, and shall retreat to Villafranca, where I understand there is a position, but if the French pursue I must hasten to the coast, for there is a road to Orense which leads more direct to Vigo, and which, of course, renders the position at Villafranca of no avail.
Some time ago the Marquis de la Romana intimated his intention of returning into the Gallicias, by Astorga and Villafranca. I endeavoured to dissuade him from it, pointing out to him that it was the only communicationive this information to the Admiral.
